There is no free
Heart By-Pass
By Ed Lane
The Obama Administration and the U.S. Congress are proposing a number of significant changes to America’s healthcare system.  There are many ideas under consideration – with the good intentions of improving the delivery of healthcare.  Some of the proposals may be exceptional, some may be good, and some may be Band-Aids.
The cost of healthcare equates to approximately 16% of the U.S. gross domestic product or one out of every $6 spent in America.

Before any changes are made to the health system, the sound, “good government practice” should be to first test each component of the new legislation.  Several states could be selected as markets in which to analyze proposed healthcare changes.  A proposed change would be tested in one state so the impact of that change could be accurately measured and evaluated for its effectiveness. The tests would determine if the new ideas achieve the anticipated benefits.
Market forces are powerful and the most thoroughly evaluated plan may suffer from un-intended consequences.  No corporation with national distribution would take a viable product off the shelf and replace it with a new, untested product.  But that’s what our federal government is proposing.

Economic business models designed and managed by governments have demonstrated throughout history that no government entity is smart enough to make decisions for individuals. 
Collectively, the spending and investment decisions of millions of people more efficiently and accurately establish supply, demand and market prices for goods and services.  In a free market system, individuals select the products they want at the price they are willing to pay.  This is the economic concept that made America great.
America is still a free country.  Younger and healthy persons do not have to buy medical insurance unless they want coverage.  Persons not buying coverage are taking a risk, but it is their right and choice in a free society not to be insured.  If an uninsured person gets sick or has an accident, he or she must suffer the consequences for not obtaining health insurance.  
If government elects to offer health insurance, competition from private companies will evaporate.  Private companies must break even or make a profit to stay in business.  Government can just raise your taxes to pay for high operational costs or inefficient management.

There is no free heart by-pass.  Someone will have to pay!  Let’s let government prove that its new healthcare proposals actually work on a statewide basis before trying to implement a national program.  Any misstep could be devastating to the quality of our healthcare system and the viability of America’s economy.
•

If you would like to contact Ed Lane, he can be reached via e-mail at edlane@LFUCG.com; and by letter at 200 East Main Street, Lexington, KY 40507.

•


Councilmember Ed Lane represents the 12th District on the Lexington Fayette-Urban County Council.  He is the owner of a commercial real estate services firm and publishes statewide business magazines.
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